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Sukracharya, marri.edKingYayati. KingViswa-
mitra was accepted by sage Vasishta as Brah-
marishi becaase of his acquiring spiritual power
by penance. Dronacharya and Krupacharya
who were Brahmin preceptors became warriors
in Mahabharata War.

S.ir, was there any change in the Vedic Religion
later on?

As years rolled by, priests dominated the commu-
nities. Animals were sacrificed in rituals which
were costly. The Mantras were not understood by
the common people. So people wan fed a new faith
which could lead them to salvation. Scholars put
forward several doctrines. In the 6th Century
B.C., Chaarvaka advocated the materialistic
doctrine. Jainism and Buddhism began to take
root, advocating non-violence and right conduct.

It was a period of spiritual awakening in
other countries also. Confucius in China, Isaiah
in Greece, and Zoraster in Persia propagated
their religions. The six Darsanas or philosophic
systems, namely, Kapila's, Sankhya, Patanjali's
Yoga, Gautama's Nyaya, Kanada's Vaiseshika,
Jaimini's Mimamsa and Badarayana's Vedanta
became prominent.

In 326 B.C. Greek King Alexander in-
vaded North Western India and won the Battle of
Jhelum. Greek Scholars like Pythogoras came
to India and learnt arts, science and Vedanta.
Buddhists and Indian Scholars went to Palestine
and other West Asian countries to propagate
their religion. Kautilya, the Chief Minister of
King Chandra Gupta Maurya composed Artha
Sastra, a treatise on politics. Kaamasutras by
Vatsayana and Grihasutras by Apastamba